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FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM NEA/EGY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIPEG 

SUBJECT: 1977 VISIT OF COPTIC POPE SHENOUDA TO US 

1 . EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR GHORBAL INFORMED NEA/EGY DIRECTOR 
NEWBERRY FEBRUARY 7 THAT HE HAD RECEIVED APPROVAL IN 
PRINCIPLE FROM EGYPTIAN MFA FOR FOLLOWING SCENARIO TO 
FINESSE PROBLEM OF OFFICIAL CONTACT WHICH SHENOUDA DESIRES 
DURING HIS APRIL VISIT TO US AND WHICH FONMIN FAHMY HAS 
TOLD YOU HE DOES NOT WANT. 

2. FATHER GABRIEL ABDELSAYED AS AMERICAN COPTIC RECTOR 

WOULD ARRANGE THROUGH CONGRESSIONAL AND WHITE HOUSE CONTACTS 
THAT POPE SHENOUDA BE INVITED TO WORSHIP AT REGULAR SUNDAY 
SERVICE OF FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN WASHINGTON AFTER GETTING 
ASSURANCE THAT PRESIDENT WOULD BE IN ATTENDANCE AND THAT 
PRESIDENT WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO MEETING AND CHATTING WITH 
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SHENOUDA AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH AFTER THE SERVICE. GHORBAL 
WAS OBVIOUSLY PLEASED WITH THE NOVELTY OF HIS SCHEME TO 
AVOID HAVING SHENOUDA RECEIVED AT THE WHITE HOUSE. 

3. NEWBERRY TOLD GHORBAL THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAD NO WAY OF 
COMMENTING IN ADVANCE ON WHETHER THE PRESIDENT OR THE 
PASTOR OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH WOULD ENDORSE SUCH AN 
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ARRANGEMENT. GHORBAL WANTED US TO BE READY TO SUPPORT HIS 

AND FATHER GABRIEL'S EFFORTS WHEN THE TIME COMES. NEW- 
BERRY MADE NO COMMITMENT. 

4. GHORBAL STATES THAT UN SYG HAS ALREADY AGREED TO RE- 
CEIVE SHENOUDA AT NY HEADQUARTERS ON APRIL 18, ACCORDING 
TO FATHER GABRIEL. SHENOUDA'S TENTATIVE DATES FOR U.S. 
SOJOURN ARE APRIL 14-21, INCLUDING PASTORAL VISITS TO 
COPTIC CONGREGATIONS IN NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA AND 
WASHINGTON AREAS. 

6. FYI: ON BASIS OF INCREASINGLY STRIDENT TONE OF 
LETTERS FROM DR. SHAWKY F. KARAS, PRESIDENT OF THE 
AMERICAN COPTIC ASSOCIATION, ADDRESSED TO NEA/EGY ALLEGING 
DENIAL OF HUMAN RIGHTS TO COPTS IN EGYPT, WE CANNOT BE 
SANGUINE ABOUT AMERICAN COPTS BEING CONTENT TO STAY WITHIN 
GHORBAL'S INGENUOUS SCENARIO. END FYI. 

VANCE 
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